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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad… I Thes. 1:8
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Mission Night, Christmas Day and the Lord’s Day

Rightly we should be having our last Mission Night for this year on Sunday, 25th December, the normal 4th Sunday of an even month. It will then coincide with Christmas Day. But as is the custom, Mission Night in December is cancelled because it is always a busy month for all assemblies in Penang. 

As with every year New Year falls a week after Christmas. But this year, Chinese New Year comes early on Jan. 29 making the three festivals to be celebrated almost as closely as Deeparaya. In Malaysia these four religious festivals (Deepavali, Hari Raya Christmas and Chinese New Year) are celebrated nationally with Open Days to create and maintain the goodwill spirit among these multi-racial and multi-religious citizens of Malaysia. 

However, our particular attention is drawn to the celebration of Christmas. With commercialism already in it for a long time, and with Malaysian nationalism joining in the celebration in recent years, it is no wonder that all in the country are encouraged to join in the celebration of Xmas, axing Christ out of the Christmas celebration while seeking to implement the so-called Xmas message of goodwill among her multi-coloured people.

For this and other reasons as well, some Christians refuse to “celebrate” Christmas. However, this year is special because Christmas falls on a Sunday when the Lord’s people meet to celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the Lord’s Day. Whatever our attitude towards Christmas may be, let us seek to remember the fact that one day in time, the Word was made flesh and tabernacled among us. Then Jesus of Nazareth, a Man approved of God… (and) delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that He should be holden of it… This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses… Therefore let all … know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. - Acts 2:22-36

Peter’s message at Pentecost has become the message of the Church today. Since then God has called out believers all over the world to go into the world to be His witnesses to the living Christ and to proclaim the Good News of Redemption to all.

On this Lord’s Day, no matter how we “celebrate” Christmas – announcing the Lord’s Birth or proclaiming the Lord’s Death, let us remember our responsibility to be His witnesses. There are those who have left the comforts of home to obey the Lord’s Commission. Let us specially remember them before the Lord as they in their own way remember Him on this very special Lord’s Day. Do remember them not only in prayer fellowship but also in practical partnership with their ministry for the Lord in the coming year.

The ECHOS wishes all prayer-partners and the Lord’s servants in the field 

A Meaningful CHRISTmas in the Remembrance of the Lord on this special day, A Blessed New Year that is to come if the Lord tarries, and to all our fellow-partners of Chinese origin …

A Prosperous Chinese New Year – Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.
Josh. 1:7
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